
 

 

 

Writing: Year 4 – Summer 1 Week 2 

 Day 1 Activity Day 2 Activity Day 3 Activity Day 4 Activity Day 5 Activity 
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Over the next 4 weeks, we will 

be focusing on a book called 

Street Child by Berlie Doherty. 

This story is set in Victorian 

times.  

Look at Resource 1A to recap 

what life was like in Victorian 

Britain. 

Listen to Chapter 1 of Street 

Child. 

As you listen, take notes about 

the character Jim Jarvis.  

Write a character summary 

about Jim.  

You may wish to include details 

about his: 

- appearance 

- character/personality 

- life 

- family  

- home   

- past  

Listen to Chapter 2 of Street 

Child. 

As you listen, take notes about 

the character ‘Mr Spink’. 

What does he look like in your 

head? 

Draw him on a piece of paper.  

Annotate the picture with 

descriptive phrases. Some of 

these can come from the story, 

E.g. ‘damp, yellow strings of 

hair’, some from your 

imagination E.g. ‘bony, 

crooked fingers like twigs’  

Try to include: expanded noun 

phrases, similes, metaphors  

 

Look at your drawing and 

annotations from yesterday.  

Write a character description of 

Mr Spink.  

Try to be as detailed as possible 

and describe his: 

- appearance 

- voice 

- smell 

- movements  

 

Begin your description using this 

starter: 

Jim heard a stamping of heavy 

feet on the stairs and the 

rapping of a cane on the floor 

outside their room. The door 

flung oven and there stood Mr 

Spink… 

When you are done, read it to 
a family member and see if 
they can picture Mr Spink from 
your description. 

Listen to Chapter 3 of Street 

Child. 

Imagine you are Jim’s sister, 

Emily.  

- How do you be feeling in this 
new, strange house? 

- How do you feel being left by 
your mother?  

- What happens after your 
mother and Jim leaves? 

 
Imagine, it has now been 2 

weeks since you have lived at 

Rosie and Judd’s.  

Write a letter to your mother.  

Remember to include: 

- feelings 

- questions  

- information about what has 

happened in the past 2 weeks 

Example – Resource 4A. 

Think back to Chapter 3.  

Jim’s sisters, Emily and Lizzie 

were sent to work in the 

kitchen of a rich family. 

Unfortunately for Jim and his 

mother, they end up at a 

Victorian Work House. 

 

Watch this video on Victorian 

Work Houses.  

 

Read the information sheet 

titled ‘Living in the Victorian 

Workhouse’ – Resource 5A 

 

Answer questions about the 

text.   
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Resource 1A   Resource 4A Resource 5A 

https://vimeo.com/403630848/b2bee8b325
https://vimeo.com/403630848/b2bee8b325
https://vimeo.com/403267743/2953dedefa
https://vimeo.com/403267743/2953dedefa
https://vimeo.com/409724459/048daa6cb9
https://vimeo.com/409724459/048daa6cb9
https://vimeo.com/23748649
https://vimeo.com/23748649
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Reading: Year 4 – Summer 1 Week 2 

  Day 1 Activity Day 2 Activity Day 3 Activity Day 4 Activity Day 5 Activity 

R

e

a

d

i

n

g 

Whole 

class 

The One and Only Ivan 
– Part 6 

The One and Only Ivan – 
Part 7 

The One and Only Ivan – 
Part 8 

The One and Only Ivan – 
Part 9 

The One and Only Ivan – 
Part 10 
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* 
Kylie Jean Cooking 
Queen (pg 1 – 12)  

Kylie Jean Cooking Queen 
(pg 13 – 24)  

My First Guide to Paper 
Airplanes (pg 1 – 12)  

My First Guide to Paper 
Airplanes (pg 13 – 24)  

Buzz Beaker and the Race 
back to School  

** 

The Golden Goose  Odysseus and the Cyclops  The Battle of the Olympians 
and the Titans  

The Wooden Horse of Troy  Ali’s story  

**
* 

Jason and the 
Argonauts  

The Kids’ Guide to Sign 
Language  

The Zoo with the Empty 
Cage (pg 1 – 20)  

The Zoo with the Empty 
Cage (pg 21 – 39)  

What did the Vikings do for 
me?  

Spelling 

Words to learn – straight, strange, strength, suppose, though, although, flew, flu, great, grate  

Practise spelling these using the school strategies. 
 

 

Challenge! Choose 5 more words that you find tricky and practise spelling those too. 

 

 

https://vimeo.com/404607527/8abfaeee48
https://vimeo.com/404607527/8abfaeee48
https://vimeo.com/409770756/04ecb467b3
https://vimeo.com/409770756/04ecb467b3
https://vimeo.com/409836380/ec841536ab
https://vimeo.com/409836380/ec841536ab
https://vimeo.com/409885584/3b5886b569
https://vimeo.com/409885584/3b5886b569
https://vimeo.com/410107583/8c5884a2dd
https://vimeo.com/410107583/8c5884a2dd
https://readon.myon.co.uk/reader/index.html?a=kj_cook_f17
https://readon.myon.co.uk/reader/index.html?a=kj_cook_f17
https://readon.myon.co.uk/reader/index.html?a=kj_cook_f17
https://readon.myon.co.uk/reader/index.html?a=kj_cook_f17
https://readon.myon.co.uk/reader/index.html?a=mfg_paairp_s15
https://readon.myon.co.uk/reader/index.html?a=mfg_paairp_s15
https://readon.myon.co.uk/reader/index.html?a=mfg_paairp_s15
https://readon.myon.co.uk/reader/index.html?a=mfg_paairp_s15
https://readon.myon.co.uk/reader/index.html?a=si_bbras_s11
https://readon.myon.co.uk/reader/index.html?a=si_bbras_s11
https://readon.myon.co.uk/reader/index.html?a=gsn_golgo_s11
https://readon.myon.co.uk/reader/index.html?a=grm_odyss_f11
https://readon.myon.co.uk/reader/index.html?a=grm_otitan_f11
https://readon.myon.co.uk/reader/index.html?a=grm_otitan_f11
https://readon.myon.co.uk/reader/index.html?a=grm_whtroy_f11
https://readon.myon.co.uk/reader/index.html?a=sr_alist_f17
https://readon.myon.co.uk/reader/index.html?a=grm_jargo_f11
https://readon.myon.co.uk/reader/index.html?a=grm_jargo_f11
https://readon.myon.co.uk/reader/index.html?a=kg_signl_f12
https://readon.myon.co.uk/reader/index.html?a=kg_signl_f12
https://readon.myon.co.uk/reader/index.html?a=ftm_zooe_f09
https://readon.myon.co.uk/reader/index.html?a=ftm_zooe_f09
https://readon.myon.co.uk/reader/index.html?a=ftm_zooe_f09
https://readon.myon.co.uk/reader/index.html?a=ftm_zooe_f09
https://readon.myon.co.uk/reader/index.html?a=lin_whatdv_f10
https://readon.myon.co.uk/reader/index.html?a=lin_whatdv_f10


 

Resource 1A: Life in Victorian Britain 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Resource 4A – Letter to Mother  

Dear Ma,  

How could you leave us like that? You didn’t give us any warnings that you were 

sending us off. We barely even said goodbye. How could you have left us with 

complete strangers? 

For two weeks, I have been hoping and praying you would come and get us out 

of here. Alas, you have yet to return. What did we do wrong? I have tirelessly worn 

myself out with all of the work that Judd and Rosie have made us do. You said that 

Rosie was kind but the moment after you left, she demanded that I make bread all 

afternoon until my hands were numb and sore. Meanwhile, Lizzie was taken upstairs to 

clean the chimneys. I’m tired and hungry, my back aches and my nails are dirty, but 

most of all my heart is broken.  

Judd and Rosie barely talk to us. I think they resent us for being here. Why would 

you leave us in a house where we weren’t wanted? Where is Jim? Why does he get to 

stay with you?  Did you go back to our room at Mr Spink’s? Our living arrangements 

here are extremely uncomfortable and cramped, not like our cosy room with a fire at 

Mr Spink’s. We are made to sleep on the cold, hard kitchen floor with a straw as the 

only source of warmth.  

Unfortunately, Lizzie has taken a turn for the worse since your departure and has 

been refusing to get out from under the kitchen table each morning. She knows there 

are dozens more chimneys to clean and she is the best one for the job, ‘small and 

nimble’ is what Rosie says. 

We need you Ma, I’m worried about what will happen to Lizzie if she keeps 

disobeying Rosie and Judd or what will happen if his Lordship finds out we are here.  

 

Please write back, you know where we are.  

Love from,  

 

Emily 

Resource 5A – Reading Response  
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