
 

 

 

Writing: Year 3 – Summer 2 Week 6 

 Lesson 1 Activity Lesson 2 Activity Lesson 3 Activity Lesson 4 Activity Lesson 5 Activity 

W
ri

ti
n

g
 

Evaluate 

explanation texts 

 

Watch this video 

about 

explanation texts 

and their different 

features. 

 

Read the two 

explanation texts 

(Resource 1A) 

and complete the 

table (Resource 

1B) by ticking the 

features that you 

have found and 

examples of the 

feature. 

 

The first text has 

been colour 

coordinated with 

the table and 

there are 

examples in the 

table to help you. 

Gather ideas and combine ideas  

 

This week you will be writing an 

explanation text for why the 

Roman Army was so strong and 

powerful.  

 

Activity 1 

Read the information pages 

(Resource 2A) about the Roman 

Army and write notes that will help 

you to explain why the Roman 

Army was so strong and powerful.  

 

Use the skimming and scanning 

skills that you practised last week 

to select useful information. 

 

Activity 2 

This explanation will require 

reasons. We can use the 

conjunctions because, as, so, so 

that and since to give reasons. 

 

Look at the sentences (Resource 

2B) and practice adding the 

conjunctions; because, as, since, 

so, so that.  

 

Read your sentence aloud to 

check if it makes sense. 

Plan an explanation 

text 

 

Today you will be 

planning an 

explanation text to 

explain why the 

Roman Army was 

so strong and 

successful. 

 

Watch this video on 

GS3 introductions.  

 

Use or draw the 

planning grid 

(resource 3B) to 

plan an 

explanation for why 

the Roman Army 

was so strong and 

successful.  

 

The model plan 

(Resource 3A) is 

also below to help 

you. 

Write an explanation text 

 

Read your plan from yesterday. Write your explanation 

text. 

 

You may want to read the two model explanation texts 

in Resource 1A to remind you of the structure. 

 

Remember to: 

• Include a question title and GS3 introduction 

• Separate your ideas into different paragraphs 

• Give reasons using the conjunctions; because, as 

and so 

• Add details to support your ideas 

• Include a conclusion linked to your title 

 

Read through your writing. Edit your writing using CUPS. 

 

C – Capital letters  

U – Use of words  

P – Punctuation  

S - Spelling 

 

Read through your writing again. Revise your writing 

using ARMS. 

 

A – Add missing details  

R – Remove parts you don’t like  

M – Move details to the correct paragraphs  

S – Substitute dull words and sentences for more 

interesting ones. 

Writing about reading 

 

Read the text: How do 

volcanoes erupt? (Resource 

5A). 

 

Answer the questions below. 

The text and questions are 

colour coordinated to help 

you. 

 

1. Write down three 

things that might be 

released when a 

volcano erupts. 

2. What is a mantle? 

3. What causes the 

magma to rise 

towards the crater? 

4. Look at the 

paragraph 

beginning After a 

short period of time. 

Find and copy a 

word that means 

the same as ground. 

5. Find and copy a 

word that tells you 

that the lava 

becomes hard. 

R
e

so
u

rc
e

s Resource 1A 

Resource 1B 

Resource 2A 

Resource 2B 

Resource 3A 

Resource 3B 

 Resource 5A 

https://vimeo.com/431763924/e93f67b839
https://vimeo.com/429576876/dd49e76138
https://vimeo.com/429576876/dd49e76138
https://vimeo.com/432092231/32630fbd43


 

 

 

 

 

Reading: Year 3 – Summer 2 Week 6 

  Day 1 Activity Day 2 Activity Day 3 Activity Day 4 Activity Day 5 Activity 

R
e
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The Adventurers and the City 

of Secrets, Chapters 12 and 

13 

 

The Adventurers and the City 

of Secrets, Chapters 14 and 

15 

 

The Adventurers and the City 

of Secrets, Chapters 16, 17 

and 18 

 

The Adventurers and the City 

of Secrets, Chapters 19, 20 

and 21 

 

The Adventurers and the City 

of Secrets, Chapters 22, 23 

and 24 

 

In
d

e
p

e
n

d
e

n
t 

* 

Groceries for Grandpa 

(pages 1-10) 

 

Groceries for Grandpa 

(pages 11-20) 

 

Groceries for Grandpa 

(pages 21-30) 

 

What If There Were No Bees? 

(pages 1-10) 

 

What If There Were No Bees? 

(pages 11-20) 

 

*

* 

Composting: Nature's 

Recyclers 

 

A Tour of Your Digestive 

System 

 

A Tour of Your Muscular and 

Skeletal System 

 

Jane Goodall: Animal 

Scientist (pages 1-13) 

 

Jane Goodall: Animal 

Scientist (pages 14-27) 

 

*

*

* 

A Superhero Cookbook: 

Simple Recipes for Kids 

 

Ocean Divers 

 

Disaster Relief 

 

When Penny Met POTUS 

 
Canyon Hunters 

 

Spelling 

Practice these words this week using the spelling strategies below: enough, exercise, experience, extreme, famous, favourite, February, bored, board 

 
Make sure you know the definition of the homophones by using each word in a sentence. Can you think of a way of remembering how to spell each 

homophone? 

 

Challenge: Choose more words from the spelling list below to practice spelling. 

 

See below for: Daily Resources and Spelling Resources. 

https://vimeo.com/431810511/3342d6a656
https://vimeo.com/431810511/3342d6a656
https://vimeo.com/431810511/3342d6a656
https://vimeo.com/431913533/2090159a39
https://vimeo.com/431913533/2090159a39
https://vimeo.com/431913533/2090159a39
https://vimeo.com/431951049/cb6dab3cc6
https://vimeo.com/431951049/cb6dab3cc6
https://vimeo.com/431951049/cb6dab3cc6
https://vimeo.com/432138572/1fc878a77b
https://vimeo.com/432138572/1fc878a77b
https://vimeo.com/432138572/1fc878a77b
https://vimeo.com/432196567/6ce71924aa
https://vimeo.com/432196567/6ce71924aa
https://vimeo.com/432196567/6ce71924aa
https://readon.myon.co.uk/reader/index.html?a=kr_gstor_f07
https://readon.myon.co.uk/reader/index.html?a=kr_gstor_f07
https://readon.myon.co.uk/reader/index.html?a=kr_gstor_f07
https://readon.myon.co.uk/reader/index.html?a=kr_gstor_f07
https://readon.myon.co.uk/reader/index.html?a=kr_gstor_f07
https://readon.myon.co.uk/reader/index.html?a=kr_gstor_f07
https://readon.myon.co.uk/reader/index.html?a=uk_fcr_honeyb_f10
https://readon.myon.co.uk/reader/index.html?a=uk_fcr_honeyb_f10
https://readon.myon.co.uk/reader/index.html?a=uk_fcr_honeyb_f10
https://readon.myon.co.uk/reader/index.html?a=uk_fcr_honeyb_f10
https://readon.myon.co.uk/reader/index.html?a=uk_as_compo_f06
https://readon.myon.co.uk/reader/index.html?a=uk_as_compo_f06
https://readon.myon.co.uk/reader/index.html?a=fgbs_atyds_f12
https://readon.myon.co.uk/reader/index.html?a=fgbs_atyds_f12
https://readon.myon.co.uk/reader/index.html?a=fgbs_atyms_f12
https://readon.myon.co.uk/reader/index.html?a=fgbs_atyms_f12
https://readon.myon.co.uk/reader/index.html?a=gl_jagoo_s06
https://readon.myon.co.uk/reader/index.html?a=gl_jagoo_s06
https://readon.myon.co.uk/reader/index.html?a=gl_jagoo_s06
https://readon.myon.co.uk/reader/index.html?a=gl_jagoo_s06
https://readon.myon.co.uk/reader/index.html?a=fcbk_shero_f11
https://readon.myon.co.uk/reader/index.html?a=fcbk_shero_f11
https://readon.myon.co.uk/reader/index.html?a=lfadv_oceandiv_f11
https://readon.myon.co.uk/reader/index.html?a=hrjob_dsrl_s12
https://readon.myon.co.uk/reader/index.html?a=fpb_ppotus_f16
https://readon.myon.co.uk/reader/index.html?a=lfadv_canyonhu_f11


 

Resource Day 1A: Examples of Explanation Texts 

 

Example 1 

Why should we practise mindfulness? 

Have you ever wondered why mindfulness has become such an 

important activity for many people? Mindfulness is an important 

activity that can help us to keep our minds healthy and be happy. It 

helps us to understand our own and others’ feelings, keep positive 

and develop appreciation and gratitude.  

Firstly, we should practice mindfulness so that we understand our 

own and each other’s feelings and emotions. If we take time to 

reflect on the emotions we are experiencing, we will be able to 

make changes. We will also be able to tell when other people are 

experiencing more negative feelings and know how we can help 

them. We can understand our feelings and emotions better by 

writing them down and talking to others about them. 

Secondly, we need to practise mindfulness so that we are calm. We 

must take time each day to be still as this will help us to be calm and 

make positive choices that we have thought about carefully. We 

should try and spend ten minutes each day to breathe calmly. 

Lastly, we need to practise mindfulness so that we appreciate 

everything we have. We must take time to think about everything 

that we are grateful for. This includes basic resources like clean water 

as otherwise we will forget how fortunate we are. We should try and 

write down a couple of things that we have been grateful for during 

the day. 

And that is why we should all practise mindfulness! 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Example 2 

 

What is special about Ancient Egyptian pyramids? 

 

Have you ever wondered why the pyramids in Egypt are included in 

the seven wonders of the world? The Egyptian pyramids are 

triangular-shaped constructions that were built during the Ancient 

Egyptian civilization. The pyramids are important because they are 

religious symbols, took an extremely long time to build and give lots 

of information about the period of history.  

Firstly, Ancient Egyptian pyramids are special as they show the 

importance of religion in Ancient Egyptian civilization. Pyramids were 

often the final resting place for important pharaohs and kings. 

Ancient Egyptians believed that when someone died they would 

continue to live in an afterlife.  

Secondly, the pyramids are special since they took an extremely 

long time to build and involved thousands of workers. It is thought 

that each pyramid took around 20 years to build and over 4,000 

workers depending on the size of the pyramid. This included skilled 

workers such as architects, stone-breakers and polishers.  

Lastly, the triangular-shaped structures are special because they 

give us a lot of information about the Ancient Egyptian period of 

history. The tombs inside pyramids often contained precious 

artefacts like sarcophagi, thrones, chariots and paintings. 

Tutankhamun’s famous tomb contained over 5,000 artefacts. 

And that is why the Ancient Egyptian pyramids are special! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Resource Day 1B: Explanation Text Features Checklist 

Feature Tick (√) Example 

Title 

Question title to 

engage reader 

  

Introduction 

General comment   Have you ever wondered why mindfulness has become 

such an important activity for many people? 

 

 

 

 

Specific comment   The Egyptian pyramids are triangular-shaped constructions 

that were built during the Ancient Egyptian civilization. 

 

 

 

Three summarised 

points 

  

 

 

 

 

Main Points 

Topic sentences  Firstly, Ancient Egyptian pyramids are special as they show 

the importance of religion in Ancient Egyptian civilization. 

 

 

 

Conjunctions  as 

 

Reasons  they show the importance of religion in Ancient Egyptian 

civilization. 

 

 

 

 

Extra details   

 

 

 

 

Conclusion 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Conclusion sentence 

that links back to 

question title 

  



 

Resource 2A: Roman Army Information Pages 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 



 

Resource 2B: Statements to add reasons to 

 

Add reasons to the statements below using the conjunctions; 

because, as, since, so, so that. Use all of the conjunctions at least 

once. 

 

1. The Roman army trained every day                         they 

were always ready for battle. 

 

2. The Roman soldiers were less likely to be injured when they had 

to fight _____________________ they wore the best protection. 

 

 

3. No soldier was accepted before completing four months of 

training     they could make sure that he was fit 

and strong enough.         

  

4. A legion sometimes formed a tortoise formation with their 

shields       it protected them from enemy 

attacks.           



 

Resource 3A: Model Explanation Plan 

 

 

Who are you 

writing for? 

(Audience) 

Someone who wants to understand why people practise mindfulness 

Why are you 

writing? 

(Purpose) 

To explain why people practise mindfulness 

 

Title Why should you practise mindfulness? 

 
 

Introduction G: m – important activity, many people 

S: mindfulness – keeps mind healthy and happy 

3:  

•  Understand own and others’ feelings 

• Keep calm 

 

•  Develop appreciation and gratitude 

Firstly, → Understand own and other people’s emotions 

Detail 

 

Reflecting on emotions – helps you make positive changes 

Detail Tell when others are experiencing negative emotions – know how to 

help 

Detail Write feelings down, talk to others 

→ 

Secondly, 
Remain calm and peaceful 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Resource 3B: Explanation Text Planning Format 

 

 

 

Who are you 

writing for? 

(Audience) 

 

Why are you 

writing? 

(Purpose) 

 

 

Title  

 
 

Introduction G:  

S:  

3:  

•   

•  

 

•   

 

Firstly, →  

Detail 

 

 

Detail  

Detail  

→ Secondly,  

Detail  

Detail  



 

Detail  

→Thirdly,  

Detail  

Detail  

Detail  

→Conclusion  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Resource Day 5A: Writing about Reading Text 

 

How do volcanoes erupt? 

Have you ever wondered why volcanoes suddenly start spouting 

lava? The eruption of volcanoes is an important part of the rock 

cycle. Volcanic eruptions are a fascinating yet dangerous scientific 

process. 

A volcanic eruption is the ejection of lava, rocks, gas or ash from an 

opening on the earth’s surface (called a volcano).  

The process begins when the magma chamber is filled with molten 

rock from the mantle (the part of the earth between the core and 

the crust).  

After a short period of time, the pressure increases inside the 

chamber. As a result, the magma rises through the main vent 

towards the crater. Magma contains bubbles of gas, which grow 

larger and larger as the pressure increases. This leads to the volcano 

erupting magma on to the surface of the earth.  

As the gas bubbles in the magma escape into the atmosphere, the 

hot molten rock changes to lava. 

As the lava cools, it solidifies and becomes a type of igneous rock, 

such as basalt and granite. Some volcanoes only erupt once but 

some erupt several times. 

And that is how volcanoes erupt! 


