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Writing: Year 3 - Summer 2 Week 6

Lesson 1 Activity

Lesson 2 Activity

Lesson 3 Activity

Lesson 4 Activity

Lesson 5 Activity

Writing

Evaluate
explanation texts

Watch this video
about
explanation texts
and their different
features.

Read the two
explanation texts
(Resource 1A)
and complete the
table (Resource
1B) by ticking the
features that you
have found and
examples of the
feature.

The first text has
been colour
coordinated with
the table and
there are
examples in the
table to help you.

Gather ideas and combine ideas

This week you will be writing an
explanation text for why the
Roman Army was so strong and
powerful.

Activity 1

Read the information pages
(Resource 2A) about the Roman
Army and write notes that will help
you to explain why the Roman
Army was so strong and powerful.

Use the skimming and scanning
skills that you practised last week
to select useful information.

Activity 2

This explanation will require
reasons. We can use the
conjunctions because, as, so, so
that and since to give reasons.

Look at the sentences (Resource
2B) and practice adding the
conjunctions; because, as, since,
so, so that.

Read your sentence aloud to
check if it makes sense.

Plan an explanation
text

Today you will be
planning an
explanation text to
explain why the
Roman Army was
so strong and
successful.

Watch this video on
GS3 introductions.

Use or draw the
planning grid
(resource 3B) to
plan an
explanation for why
the Roman Army
was so strong and
successful.

The model plan
(Resource 3A) is
also below to help
you.

Write an explanation text

Read your plan from yesterday. Write your explanation

text.

You may want to read the two model explanation texts
in Resource 1A to remind you of the structure.

Remember to:

¢ Include a question title and GS3 intfroduction you.
e Separate yourideas info different paragraphs
¢ Give reasons using the conjunctions; because, as 1.  Write down three
and so things that might be

e Add details o support your ideas released when a
¢ Include a conclusion linked to your fitle volcano erupts.

2. What is a mantle?
Read through your writing. Edit your writing using CUPS. 3. What causes the

C - Capital letters
U — Use of words
P — Punctuation

S - Spelling

Read through your writing again. Revise your writing

using ARMS.

A — Add missing details
R — Remove parts you don't like

M — Move details to the correct paragraphs

S - Substitute dull words and sentences for
interesting ones.

Writing about reading

Read the text: How do
volcanoes erupt? (Resource
5A).

Answer the questions below.
The text and questions are
colour coordinated o help

magma to rise
tfowards the crater?

4. [IOBK ot the
paragraph
beginning After a
short period of time.
Find and copy a
word that means
the same as ground.

5. - and copy a
word that tells you
that the lava

more becomes hard.

Resources

Resource 1A
Resource 1B

Resource 2A
Resource 2B

Resource 3A
Resource 3B

Resource 5A
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https://vimeo.com/431763924/e93f67b839
https://vimeo.com/429576876/dd49e76138
https://vimeo.com/429576876/dd49e76138
https://vimeo.com/432092231/32630fbd43
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Reading: Year 3 - Summer 2 Week 6

Day 1 Activity Day 2 Activity Day 3 Activity Day 4 Activity Day 5 Activity
The Adventurers and the City | The Adventurers and the City | Ihe Adventurers and the City | The Adventurers and the City | The Adventurers and the City
0 . of Secrets, Chapters 12 and of Secrets, Chapters 14 and of Secrets, Chapters 16, 17 of Secrets, Chapters 19, 20 of Secrets, Chapters 22, 23
0o 8 13 15 and 18 and 21 and 24
c < — 19
z O
Groceries for Grandpa Groceries for Grandpa Groceries for Grandpa What If There Were No Bees? | What If There Were No Bees?
(pages 1-10) (pages 11-20) (pages 21-30) (pages 1-10) (pages 11-20)
k
2
:g =| 4 | Composting: Nature's A Tour of Your Digestive ATour of Your Muscular and | Jane Goodall: Animall Jane Goodall: Animal
R i}
9 g Recyclers System Skeletal System Scientist (pages 1-13) Scientist (pages 14-27)
S| *
g . .
O| s | ASuperhero Cookbook: Ocean Divers Disaster Relief When Penny Met POTUS Canyon Hunters
= Simple Recipes for Kids
k
k
Practice these words this week using the spelling strategies below: enough, exercise, experience, extireme, famous, favourite, February, bored, board
Make sure you know the definition of the homophones by using each word in a sentence. Can you think of a way of remembering how to spell each
spelling homophone?

Challenge: Choose more words from the spelling list below to practice spelling.

See below for: Daily Resources and Spelling Resources.
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https://vimeo.com/431810511/3342d6a656
https://vimeo.com/431810511/3342d6a656
https://vimeo.com/431810511/3342d6a656
https://vimeo.com/431913533/2090159a39
https://vimeo.com/431913533/2090159a39
https://vimeo.com/431913533/2090159a39
https://vimeo.com/431951049/cb6dab3cc6
https://vimeo.com/431951049/cb6dab3cc6
https://vimeo.com/431951049/cb6dab3cc6
https://vimeo.com/432138572/1fc878a77b
https://vimeo.com/432138572/1fc878a77b
https://vimeo.com/432138572/1fc878a77b
https://vimeo.com/432196567/6ce71924aa
https://vimeo.com/432196567/6ce71924aa
https://vimeo.com/432196567/6ce71924aa
https://readon.myon.co.uk/reader/index.html?a=kr_gstor_f07
https://readon.myon.co.uk/reader/index.html?a=kr_gstor_f07
https://readon.myon.co.uk/reader/index.html?a=kr_gstor_f07
https://readon.myon.co.uk/reader/index.html?a=kr_gstor_f07
https://readon.myon.co.uk/reader/index.html?a=kr_gstor_f07
https://readon.myon.co.uk/reader/index.html?a=kr_gstor_f07
https://readon.myon.co.uk/reader/index.html?a=uk_fcr_honeyb_f10
https://readon.myon.co.uk/reader/index.html?a=uk_fcr_honeyb_f10
https://readon.myon.co.uk/reader/index.html?a=uk_fcr_honeyb_f10
https://readon.myon.co.uk/reader/index.html?a=uk_fcr_honeyb_f10
https://readon.myon.co.uk/reader/index.html?a=uk_as_compo_f06
https://readon.myon.co.uk/reader/index.html?a=uk_as_compo_f06
https://readon.myon.co.uk/reader/index.html?a=fgbs_atyds_f12
https://readon.myon.co.uk/reader/index.html?a=fgbs_atyds_f12
https://readon.myon.co.uk/reader/index.html?a=fgbs_atyms_f12
https://readon.myon.co.uk/reader/index.html?a=fgbs_atyms_f12
https://readon.myon.co.uk/reader/index.html?a=gl_jagoo_s06
https://readon.myon.co.uk/reader/index.html?a=gl_jagoo_s06
https://readon.myon.co.uk/reader/index.html?a=gl_jagoo_s06
https://readon.myon.co.uk/reader/index.html?a=gl_jagoo_s06
https://readon.myon.co.uk/reader/index.html?a=fcbk_shero_f11
https://readon.myon.co.uk/reader/index.html?a=fcbk_shero_f11
https://readon.myon.co.uk/reader/index.html?a=lfadv_oceandiv_f11
https://readon.myon.co.uk/reader/index.html?a=hrjob_dsrl_s12
https://readon.myon.co.uk/reader/index.html?a=fpb_ppotus_f16
https://readon.myon.co.uk/reader/index.html?a=lfadv_canyonhu_f11

Resource Day 1A: Examples of Explanation Texis

Example 1

Why should we practise mindfulnesse

Have you ever wondered why mindfulness has become such an
important activity for many people?

helps us to understand our own and others’ feelings, keep positive
and develop appreciation and grafitude.

Firstly, we should practice mindfulness so that we understand our
own and each other’s feelings and emotions. If we take time to
reflect on the emotions we are experiencing, we will be able to
make changes. We will also be able to tell when other people are
experiencing more negative feelings and know how we can help
them. We can understand our feelings and emotions better by
writing them down and talking to others about them.

Secondly, we need to practise mindfulness so that we are calm. We
must take time each day to be still as this will help us to be calm and
make positive choices that we have thought about carefully. We
should try and spend ten minutes each day to breathe calmly.

Lastly, we need to practise mindfulness so that we appreciate
everything we have. We must take time to think about everything
that we are grateful for. This includes basic resources like clean water
as otherwise we will forget how fortunate we are. We should try and
write down a couple of things that we have been grateful for during
the day.

And that is why we should all practise mindfulness!

AQuoIi’ry First EQucation Trust



Example 2

What is special about Ancient Egyptian pyramids?e

Have you ever wondered why the pyramids in EQypt are included in
the seven wonders of the world? The Egyptian pyramids are
triangular-shaped constructions that were built during the Ancient
Egyptian civilization. The pyramids are important because they are
religious symbols, took an extremely long time to build and give lots
of information about the period of history.

Firstly, Ancient Egyptian pyramids are special as they show the
importance of religion in Ancient Egyptian civilization. Pyramids were
often the final resting place for important pharaohs and kings.
Ancient Egyptians believed that when someone died they would
continue to live in an afterlife.

Secondly, the pyramids are special since they took an extremely
long time to build and involved thousands of workers. It is thought
that each pyramid took around 20 years to build and over 4,000
workers depending on the size of the pyramid. This included skilled
workers such as architects, stone-breakers and polishers.

Lastly, the triangular-shaped structures are special because they
give us a lot of information about the Ancient Egyptian period of
history. The tombs inside pyramids often contained precious
artefacts like sarcophagi, thrones, chariots and paintings.
Tutankhamun's famous tomb contained over 5,000 artefacts.

And that is why the Ancient Egyptian pyramids are speciall
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Resource Day 1B: Explanation Text Features Checklist

Feature

Tick (\)

Example

Title

Question title to
engage reader

Infroduction

General comment

Have you ever wondered why mindfulness has become
such an important activity for many people?

The Egyptian pyramids are triangular-shaped constructions
that were built during the Ancient Egyptian civilization.

Three summarised
points

Main Points

Topic sentences

Firstly, Ancient Egyptian pyramids are special as they show
the importance of religion in Ancient Egyptian civilization.

Conjunctions

as

Reasons

they show the importance of religion in Ancient Egyptian
civilization.

Extra details

Conclusion
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Conclusion sentence
that links back to
qguestion title
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Resource 2A: Roman Army Information Pages

Your basic uniform con;ists of a
knee-length tunic with short sleeves
and a pair of open leather boots.

- WINTER GLOTHES

In winter, you will wear a long-sleeved
tunic, trousers, socks, and closed boots.
You'll also be given a woollen cloak

to keep you warm.

-

5. N
' Your helmet will be
made of brass or iron.
Pieces on the side stick
out and protect your
face. Pieces on the
back stick out and
protect your neck.

o .

“Tie your helmet
under the chin using
the leather strap.”

Leather strap

b ! . . ; : . ‘-Q

BODY ARMOUR

Roman soldiers wear three different
types of body armour:

Ring-mail armour: A ring-mail shirt
1 is very heavy. Most Roman soldiers
wear this type of armour.

r Fish-scale armour: Fish-scale armour

is made up of tiny pieces of metal sewn

¢ onto leather. Officers usually wear this
type of armour.

Plate armour: Plate armour is made
up of thin, overlapping bands of metal.
Both reqular soldiers and officers wear
this type of armour.

"“Your shirt will be
made of hundreds of
linked metal rings.”

“A short-sleeved metal
jacket is held together with
hooks, laces, and strops.”

M will stop it from d
it your heckl

S e
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CRATRAINING A -

with seven other soldiers. You

. | | must set up comp quickly. All
You will go to a training camp when you f"ag""o? w"'"’de he same woy
first join the army. Here, you'll spend ‘ ‘ * put up a fence
most of your time keeping fit and ~ ' = ey the tents
learning to use your weapons. -
il ‘ | | SIGHALS
“Basic training . | You will be taught to recognise
losts about & KEEPING T : and obey signals given in battle. '
four months.” : Most‘ days you !I be . Some signals are given on @ horn '
. running, marching, or trumpet. Others are given

swimming, or wrestling. with banners called

- 3

WEAPONS TRAINING s

You start your training with

wooden weapons and move i ) .

on to the real thing when r F

you are skilled enough. 1 =

lll‘ull"l’ LA AR R R R R R R R RN
Every ten days, you will “Be warned! The

go on a long march. You sword, M_"‘d
will march about 32 km s it
(20 ml-les).each time, ip . } the real ones. So you
full uniform and carrying ! need to be strong!™

your weapons and kit.

L]

A

Lo e
s
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Internet linics: for finks o websites where you can watch wdso clips of Roman soidiers,
see 4 Raman fore and dress a Roman soldier, go to www.usborne-quickiinks.corm

What was the Roman army like?

Very bgw:nyd :yweum ?ne What were their army camps like? What uniforms _ Did they have guns?
P Romans large There were two kinds of camp. One was The soidiers in the i @,

was because they had such a strong R dighines o : g ‘;hqh;?w did they wear? e No, but they had lots of
. e made tents, which taken beoigns, ¥ Different types of / weapons, big and small. The

soldiers ; 3 : soldier wore : .

were as many as kil of stoni: i " kg (478%) °f°"" uniforms. Here are (&%  largest were siege towers,
Who could be a soldier? Al comps were setap SN RESS el S (P pasaaaannnnaagiih SRR A R
Land-owning men between 17 and 45 veymuchBeche FilisS R | : : '
could be forced to become soldiers for a \ ‘
while. By 100sc, most soldiers were Stores ]
full-dime. They stayed in the army for )
20 to 25 years. f
How was the army organized? itlie i
In small groups, big groups and enormous s
groups. A group of eight soldiers was :
called 2 contubernium. Ten of these made  Mesnthe S/ 55
up a group called a century. Centuries . &

mgnupedmcol:\ons.andm

This Romon catapuit can fire
skin standord  stones up ta 30m (92f2),

The soidier on the left is a fegionary. A siege tower was a
The other mon is o standard bearer.  \wooden tower on wheels.

Each fegion had its own standard g iers could dash out of
with an eagle on top. the tower onto the top of
the walls of enemy forts.

¢ Did you know?
(!_ In battle, Roman soldiers

\'-_ sometimes grouped

£, together and held their

saiaadi 23 nA00R0550% = shields all around them.

R et e o e e s xa They called this “the

+ , ~ tortoise”. The soldiers

""""""""""""""""""" the same way a tortoise
4 does with its shell.

AQuaIiiy First EQucation Trust



Protection
Helmet

nternet in Roman helmets were made from iron or
exciting websites about this = + bronze and lined with felt to make them
ST A : more comfortable. Most soldiers wore the

S same style of helmet, whatever their rank.
and its design changed little over the years.

> three main king

Shield

Roman soldiers used a large,
curved shield called a scutum, It
was made of plywood covered in
leather with a metal disc, or boss,
in the middle. The scutum

wasn't just used for protection
Legionaries also used the

shield boss to punch their
opponents in the face before
stabbing them in the stomach

T The legiorary shisld, or scuturm, was very he:
7.5%g 116 5it¥ — that's nesr’y 33 much 2s sscht pa
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Using the javelin | " Internet links ;

As a battle opened, legionaries put their | For links to exciting websites sbout this

training into use as they hurled their o i i i oo e
javelins, or pila, at the enemy. This Pl ki
attack was used to stop the enemy from

Plla were designed to buckle If
they hit the ground 5o the enemy
couldn't reuse them,

* forced to throw them both away.

The legionary jab

The usual way to use a sword is with a wide, swinging
action, but the Romans thrust theirs forward with a
powerful jab, which was better suited to close combat.

A jab was more accurate than & Using a wide, swinging action, an
swing and allowed the legionary enemy soldier exposed himself o
1o stay safe behind his shield. the legionary’s sword,

so that when they faced the real enemy,
fighting was second nature to them.

®

\ 7
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.}‘5 On their horses Tactical focts i !

Abthough they were auxiliary

The army in action

/53 & 1M -

While the Roman army was led by its legions, o it civeliy oldiees oi T Bk e ol

backup was supplied by auxiliary regiments, These harseback) were paid extro merch g dkm (25eab 0 oy
because they hod to supply ® We get cer word “ccntiey”

S NEre ot R -itizens. b vects fro PO0! pecs -
soldiers were not Roman citizens, but s‘gxl jects from - PR i (140 et e e iman
conguered lands, promised citizenship for their AT |
(1 and seouts, This coevieg s from . (S avre g vecy e
Laat hry G pam poar oF Sowy

the toemb of a R‘"ﬂuﬁ("&'cl. lrzsd ot »alacddss ey helped o

service. Together, the
legions and the

) Un‘k' ,‘w Qaks ~ the apoth of wer
Auxilioey troops busht stege towens ~

wheeled wooden structures that could
he mi?d up to enemy walls.

~ -
~ Ak " \:‘~\

auxiliaries |

were ull'l‘u‘hl
unbeatable.

Throwing stones

One impoctans weopymn [oe

Ramaon legkmaries wos the
ballito - a type of catapult
This worked bke a large

Crossoow 1) )lu--'_ ITOWS

OF STOoe ™ |“\.

Left, right, left
Roman kgomarkes were
bighly organized and
disciptined, They marched
m =fep and nl-"-r.l us one
unie, In respocse to Hosts

fromm el

- legion
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Resource 2B: Statements to add reasons to

Add reasons to the statements below using the conjunctions;
because, as, since, so, so that. Use all of the conjunctions at least
once.

1. The Roman army trained every day they

were always ready for battle.

2. The Roman soldiers were less likely to be injured when they had

to fight they wore the best protection.

3. No soldier was accepted before completing four months of

training they could make sure that he was fit

and strong enough.

4. A legion sometimes formed a tortoise formation with their

shields it protected them from enemy

attacks.
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Resource 3A: Model Explanation Plan

A

Quality First
Education Trust

Who are you

Someone who wants fo understand why people practise mindfulness

writing fore
(Audience)
Why are you | To explain why people practise mindfulness
writing?
(Purpose)
Title Why should you practise mindfulnesse
Introduction | G: m —important activity, many people
S: mindfulness — keeps mind healthy and happy
3:
e Understand own and others’ feelings
o Keep calm
e Develop appreciation and gratitude
Firstly, > | Understand own and other people’s emotions
Detail | Reflecting on emotions — helps you make positive changes
Detail | Tell when others are experiencing negative emotions — know how to
help
Detail | Write feelings down, talk to others
- | Remain calm and peaceful
Secondly,
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Resource 3B: Explanation Text Planning Format

A

Quality First
Education Trust

Who are you
writing fore
(Audience)

Why are you
writing?
(Purpose)

Title

Infroduction

Firstly, >

Detail

Detail

Detail

- Secondly,

Detail

Detail
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Detail

->Thirdly,

Detail

Detail

Detail

->Conclusion
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Resource Day 5A: Writing about Reading Text

How do volcanoes erupt?

Have you ever wondered why volcanoes suddenly start spouting
lava? The eruption of volcanoes is an important part of the rock
cycle. Volcanic eruptions are a fascinating yet dangerous scientific
process.

A volcanic eruption is the ejection of lava, rocks, gas or ash from an
opening on the earth’s surface (called a volcano).

After a short period of time, the pressure increases inside the
chamber. As a result, the magma rises through the main vent
towards the crater.

As the gas bubbles in the magma escape into the atmosphere, the
hot molten rock changes to lava.

_ Some volcanoes only erupt once but

some erupt several times.

And that is how volcanoes erupt!
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